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Text  of  Talk  by 
Neal  D.  Nelson 


State  Dl rector  -  BLM 


CALIFORNIA  Wfl LDLBFE  FEDERATIION  -  San  Rafael 

June  30*  1962 


PROGRESS  REPORT  ON  THE  BLM  IN  CALIFORNIA 


It  Is  particularly  gratifying  to  be  with  this  group  again  .  .  .  it 
was  just  a  year  ago  that  B  was  prlveleged  to  meet  with  you  and  speak  of 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  and  Its  functions  regarding  the  National 
Land  Reserve,  At  that  time*  0  delineated  what  we  have  termed  the  Master 
Unit  Plan,  !!  believe  that  B  described  this  plan  in  some  detail  —  explain- 
Ing  how  we  are  dividing  the  State  of  California  into  16  units  for  study 
and  planning.  Each  unit  is  a  complete  area;  distinct  from  Its  neighbor¬ 
ing  unit  geographically  or  physically  speaking. 

These  units*  you  will  recall  *  were  to  become  the  basis  for  a  complete 
administrative  plan  —  a  plan  that  will  allow  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
to  do  a  better*  more  complete  job  of  supervising  the  maximum  use  of  these 
publicly  owned  lands.  II  believe  the  term  we  use  to  describe  this  over¬ 
all  approach  is  quite  apt  ...  "total  resources  management", 

8n  this  management  of  the  total  resources  It  is  necessary*  first*  to 
determine  several  things.  We  must  know  the  physical  and  legal  status  of 
all  lands  involved.  We  must  know  the  potentials  of  the  federally  owned 
land;  the  mineral  potentials*  the  possible  value  as  timber  and  grazing 
lands*  as  small  tract  possibilities*  as  wildlife  and  recreation  areas  .  •  . 
in  short*  a  complete  inventory  of  the  physical  aspects  of  the  State*  with 
a  detailed  study  of  the  possible  uses  of  every  piece  of  the  public  domain. 
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If  y®u  would  have  a  succinct  outline  of  this  project 9  may  B  read  from 
President  Kennedy“s  message  to  Congress  of  February  230  1961.  .  . 

"1  am8  therefore9  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  (1)  ac~ 
celerate  an  inventory  and  evaluation  of  the  Nations  public  domain  holdings 
to  serve  as  a  foundation  for  improved  resource  management;  (2)  develop  a 
program  of  balanced  usage  to  reconcile  the  conflicting  uses  --  grazing8 
forestry^  recreation^  wildlife,  urban  developments,  and  mineral s„  and  (3) 
accelerate  the  installation  of  soil  and  water  savings  works  and  practices 
to  reduce  erosion  and  Improve  forage  capacity;  and  to  proceed  with  the 
revegetation  of  range  lands  on  which  the  forage  capacity  has  been  badly 
depleted  or  destroyed. ,8. 

$o8  as  you  can  see  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  has  its  work  rather 
well  scheduled  for  some  time  to  come.  Fortunately  the  Presidents  request 
for  an  inventory  and  evaluation  of  the  nations  public  domain8  and  the 
Master  Unit  Plan  are8  at  once8  coincidental  and  complementary. 

You  and  B  are  --  for  understandable  reasons  —  more  interested  in 
the  State  of  California.  Let  me  review  briefly  the  current  status  of 
our  progress  in  carrying  out  our  tasks  in  this  State.  As  you  recalls, 
California  is  divided  into  16  Master  Units.  At  this  moment  we  have  a 
very  not! cable  beginning  on  the  gigantic  task  that  confronts  us.  Within 
the  first  seven  of  the  16  Master  Units  to  be  outlIned8  we  have  defined  a 
total  of  78  $ub»Units  or  Programing  Areas  for  study  in  greater  dtetall . 

Our  engineers  and  specialists  are  already  taking  these  plans  from  the 
drawing  boards  and  moving  ahead  with  the  management  plan  in  San  Diego 
County  j,  McCain  Valley8  and  portions  of  San  Bernardino  and  PI  versa  de  County. 


2 


**  ■  sb  < 

1  t «  9  n»[»o 


i J*e  no 


Ilf  tome  permitted;,  11  would  be  glad  to  identify  and  report  on  each  of 
the  many  programing  areas  that  have  been  delineated.  Some  of  the  other 
studies  within  programing  areas  are9  Point  Reyesp  Cow  Mountain,,  Mount 
Dome 9  Cinder  C®ne0  Panache,,  and  many  others.  The  management  established 
for  the  Cal  Sente  National  Cooperative  Land  and  Wildlife  Management  Area 
in  San  Luis  Obispo  County  ,  ,  ,  the  first  Federal “State  cooperative  land 
and  wildlife  management  area  established  on  the  National  Land  Reserve  •  .  • 
will  help  to  set  a  pattern  for  our  future  programs. 

Just  a  day  or  two  ag©9  Congressman  Clem  Miller  of  CalSfornia°s  First 
Congressional  District  announced  that  a  complete  management  plan  will  be 
developed  for  the  SCSng  Range  National  Conservation  Area,  Since  this  is 
most  timely  ®nd„  because  of  Sts  recent  public! ty0  probably  fresh  In  your 
memories,,  let  me  us®  this  as  an  example  of  what  Ss  being  done  in  this 
regard. 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  is  making  a  complete  study  and  will 
prepare  a  management  plan  on  the  King  Range  project  by  the  end  of  October, 
At  that  tome,,  the  Bureau  will  be  able  to  outline  the  proposed  structure 
of  the  management  plan,,  and  make  some  rather  definite  recommendations. 

But  there  is  a  herculean  task  to  be  completed  before  that  may  be  done. 

The  Bureau °s  cadastral  engineers  must  complete  the  necessary  mapping 

/ 

of  this  area  .  ,  .  the  minerals  experts  must  finish  a  detailed  investiga¬ 
tion  of  that  aspect  .  .  .  the  range  and  forestry  experts  must  make  their 
reports  and  recommendations  .  .  ,  access  roads  needs  must  be  Identified 
and  the  possibility  for  easements  determined.  And0  the  wildlife  and 
recreation  experts  must  make  definite  recommendations.  Then  --  and  not 
before  —  will  the  Bureau  be  able  to  place  before  you  and  other 
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vitally  Interested  persons  our  recommendations  for  a  concrete  and  workable 
plan  for  the  balanced  usage  of  this  piece  of  the  National  Land  Reserve, 

Now,  this  complete  and  comprehensive  management  plan  will  be  the 
result  of  more  than  the  study  of  the  physical  aspects  of  an  area.  The 
Bureau9 s  plan  must  take  into  consideration  all  of  its  many  partners,  and 
interested  groups.  That  will  include  the  State  of  California  .  •  •  the 
many  Federations  and  Associations  with  pertinent  interests  •  .  •  the 
special  interest  groups  •  .  •  and  the  community  that  adjoins  and  surrounds 
the  area  itself.  In  short  —  the  Bureau  must  recognize  all  needs,  and 
must  relate  any  recommendations  to  the  area  Itself,  and  to  the  foreseeable 
future. 

You  can  readily  appreciate  that  the  Bureau  must  adopt  a  much  broader 
scope  than  has  been  the  case  In  the  past.  The  BUM  is  being  forced  into 
the  position  of  a  full-fledged  management  agency,  rather  than  a  mere 
custodian  of  the  millions  of  acres  of  public  lands,  it  must  have  been 
that  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Mr.  Karl  Landstrom, 
foresaw  this  metamorphosis  for  here  in  California  -=■  we  are  ready  for 
our  added  responsibilities. 

We  have  added  a  recreation  specialist  to  the  State  staff  .  .  .  two 
weeks  ago  an  expert  in  wildlife  management  joined  us  .  .  .  the  engineer¬ 
ing  staff  Is  being  augmented. 

Now,  don’t  get  the  Impression  that  all  we  have  been  doing  since  ! 
last  reported  to  you  is  formulating  more  plans.  We  have  been  active  out 
In  the  fields,  too.  During  the  last  twelve  months,  our  field  men  have 
reforested  some  450  acres  of  burned  out  timber  lands,  and  have  just 
finished  preparing  another  400  acres  for  reseeding  next  spring. 
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We  have  transferred  a  considerable  acreage  to  the  University  of 
California  at  Riverside  for  a  desert  experiment  station.  We  are  now  in 
the  midst  of  releasing  to  members  of  the  staff  of  Chico  State  College  an 
acreage  near  Silver  Lake  for  the  site  of  a  new  biological  research  sta¬ 
tion.  And,  as  you  know,  last  fall  we  moved  our  Southern  California 
offices  from  downtown  Los  Angeles  out  to  Riverside.  This  move  alone, 
has  resulted  in  a  great  improvement  in  the  public  services  we  render 
and  has  increased  the  efficiency  of  our  staff  in  Southern  California. 

1  am  certain  you  are  all  aware  of  the  moratorium  on  applications 
through  the  BLM.  Since  this  moratorium  went  into  effect,  we  ~  here  in 
California  —  have  reduced  the  back-log  of  applications  from  15,581  cases 
to  3,195  cases.  By  the  time  the  moratorium  is  lifted  in  September,  we 
hope  to  be  current. 

Well,  B  came  here  today  to  talk  about  the  things  that  are  pertinent 
to  this  meeting  of  the  California  Wildlife  Federation.  Perhaps  1  have 
strayed  from  the  confines  of  the  announced  topic.  But,  1  do  think  that 
you  should  know  that  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  Is  alert  to  the 
changing  times  .  .  .  any  plans  for  the  utilization  of  our  public  lands 
resources  must  provide  for  the  traditional  needs  and  the  new  uses  that 
will  be  developed  in  the  years  ahead. 
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